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1. In December 1950 Harbin's big foreign-style hotels - the Moderne, the

2.

Orand, tbe Orient, and the Falace - were occupied mostly by Chinese Com-
aunist militery officers. The botels were still in privats hands although
there wvas talk at the time thet the Moderne would de purchased

Chinese Communist govermment.

_[tls few civilian trensients who
VeTe able to get in were paying UB§.50 a day. There were still some
permansat civilien residents in all these botele amounted
%o & little less then UBA SO a day. the hotels
in Eardin's Chinatown were aleo stiil in Private hands and were ¢ log
Tates commensurate with those of the foreigu-style hotels in terms of ser-
vice and sccommodations.

MEDICAY, AXD ERALTH SERVICES

There were 10-12 Russisn® doctors, about 10 Japanese doctors, and an
unguesssble| | mmber of Chinese doctors practiciug medicine in
Kardin iz December 1950. The Russien and Japanese doctors, end most of
the Chiness doctors, charged edout the seme fees for their professional
services., Thess &Te soms exampies:

*The ters "Russiad” iu this report refers to White Russians who
had
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Office call - UB$.10 to .50
Major operstion including postoperative treatment - UB§2S

Fluoroscopic examination (there was no X-ray equipment available
to the public) - us$l to UB$1. 50,

3. There vere about 20 Russian (I.ntiltn bin Harbin ani a auck larger aumber

of Chiuese dentists. MNost or the Chinese charged lower fees than the
Russians. The Russien dentists received UB$.50 to UB$L for rillings,
and q.so and up for extractions.

k. The Reilway Administratica hospitel, traditionally for the exclusive use

5.

of employees had mors ‘han 500 beds, 10 beds t5 a ward end a starf of
20 doctors. %w the hos-
pital and .the outpatients clinic were made available to the genersl
public.  Chinese soldiers wers also being treated in the hospital at that
time,

hptpitg.la in Barbin and their capaci-

ties were as follows: a

Xazem Bek iinihl '(pﬁvﬂc) - 8bout 50 beds and a staff of two doctors
several aurses. - . o

Bek Eospitel (private and a larger sister hospite to the ome
al - and a etaff of 7 to 10 doctors several of whom were
only part time. Both thase hospitals charged at the rate of sbout UB$20

& moath, including metls, for a bed in & ward, Bmall private rooms cost
twice that much.

Jevigh ital (private) - sbout 200 beds ana 8lightly more expensive
Gy At

German Hospital (printe) ~ 100 beds and about the tame rates as the
ME'ETM' ital.

Red Cronss

1tal - 200 beds or more.

It generally charged about
8an¢ retes as the Xazem Bek hospitals but it also had charity patieats
who p&id reduced rates or nothing at all.

lobef's ital (private) - & surgical hospital vith higher
rates any of the others

All thase hospitals were do & drisk business in December but were
ot overerowed, |~ 0 o ° Ak Dasiasss a December 1930 wus e
The Rail Aduinistration ar , the DICA operated rest homes 1o Barbin aad

DL SIBVICIS AN INPWMPCE

The ususl rangs of persomal services under privete mansgement were availa.
ble in Warbin in Decsader 1950 with the siwgle excoption of inaursnce,
The foreign insuwrance firms simply ceased to exist after the eatry of

Motmopﬂutumdmmmunmumbn
Insureace services WAy have coatinued to exist
in Chimatowm|

:‘aahﬂmwtnalm&uorcnunbwmhmulﬂl
oad UB§2 & month, plws msintemance. ‘

The Chiness coolie who looked after| |seves-wnit apartaent [ |
Teceived W42 s moath, plus .hm‘

P
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Typical laundry charges for both Russian apa Chinese laundries were
US$.10 for a sheet and the pame for & man‘e: shirt. Dry cleaning shops,
of which there were very few, chaprged U8$.50 for a rayon bedspread.

Barbers were charging US$.50 for both ien's and women's haircuts,

Photographere received‘m#.so‘for passport size photographs 2nd corres.-
pondingly higlier amounts for Tegular portraita.

House painting and home repair services were available from private arti-
sans and contractors and were relatively expensive, Tn 1950 it coet about

UB$100 to repair and paint the nheet.metal‘roof|:|seven-unit apartment
hoiue@ﬁ It cost UB25 for minor repeirs to the boller in
the a ouse,

COMRNITY SERVICES
St SERVICES

6. ‘There was no public library in Harbin in December 1950, nor had there been
one prior to that time, but there were several very good private libraries.

The”Rli‘l\uy»Adniniltrltionjuintained a good general library 1nciuding
Chinese books and periodicals. "The Schelkunofs circulating library stocked
&n assortment of English; French, aund Russian books of 81l kinds.  The
Techurin Dmrtunt 8tore operated a relatively small general library for
the use or eaployees. The Bobisco private circulating library stockea
&'collection similar to that of Schelkunofe. Neither of them kept Chinese
material. The Polytechnical Institute of the Railvay Administration hed
its own library of technical and scientific volumes. Fipally, there was
the library of the Commercial Club, & business group vhich was gtill in
existence in December 1950. The Commercial Club library had a good selec-
tion of fiction, Philosophy, history and the like in aeveral languages.

In December 1950 the Eardin SewRge system wvam in scme confusion as 8
T8#ult of uncompletsd Japanese repairs at ‘uhe close of World War II but
the system wsg working and was generally adequate.

The water supply, vhich had been dangerously inadequate at several periods
after 1945, wag §radually improving by December 1950 and wes quite satis-
factory at that time, - There wvas plenty of runaing vater for all purposes.

There vas o fairly adequate supply of electricity for public and private
lighting in December 1950. The street lamps ou the small side streets

were kept unlit but the main streets vere welil illuminated and there were
Bo shut-off hours for private rnuncu]%d

Jarbage collection wvas sti3l in private hands in December 1950 and the
service wvas both cheap and satisfactory. Chiness controlled the business,

Inn.l-vxc-ggncnm p

T. There were five prominent Russiaa lawyers in Harbin and they were still
practicing in December 1950, as were a number of Chinese lawyers both in
Chinstown «ad in +he foreign sections of Nardin, The scope of their

activities wae sua Testricted undsr the Communist regime |
N £~~~ . ol —
R prosperity. Their services were being used by iandlords to collect

rents and bring various kinds of suits agaiaust tenants. They were being
used in the transfer of properties, particularly the properties vhich were
being purchased by the Chinese Commiete. | 454 iatter
Sctivity - bandling the legal aspects of Chinese Communist purchases of
private property - provided the lavyers who were oti1l practicing with the
bulk of their incoms. the architects iz Earbin

alwys employed by the stra-
tion and other large enterprises. In December 1950, the
few private architects in tovn, Russians sad Chinese serving as con-

sultants to the Chiiese onnew pudlic construction. ’
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N 50X1-HUM
RESTAURANTS AND EFTERTAINMENT
Harbin's reataurants were in private hands in December 1950 but the
prices in the good ones vere too high for ordivary civiliaus to PaY.
50X1-HUM
In December 1 ¢ very best restaur
in Harbin were genmerally considered to be the restaurant of the Railway
Aduinistretion Club and the onme in the Hotel Moderne. A very good meal, 50X1-HUM
including local or Russisn wine, could be had at either of these places
for UB§2.50. More expensive meals, with or without Prench wine.' -
ught at these restaurants and perhaps at others as mll.& '
prices in the Chinatown restaurants ran a bit lower on the evarage 50X1-HUM
but were not too far out of line with the index provided by this Us$2.50
exanple. N I
\ the motion picture theaters in Earbinm, includ- 50X1 'HUM

ing those in Chinatown as well as the five or six in the Russian area,
vere in private hands in December 1950. Only Soviet films vere being
shova in these houses \ |and the admission charge in most 50X1-HUM
of them wvas UB§.25. ‘ ‘ ' ‘ )

The only‘tirltféhlo entertaioment available in Harbin in December '1950

was provided by the Railway Administration Club which sponsored concerts '
4nd drema. White Russians were excluled from the audience of these per- /
formances.

The employees of the Tschurin Departament Store had a club which staged
smateur plays and musicais from time to time.

SDUCATION

In December 1350 sall but the following amchools in Harbin had besn taken !
over by the goverument:

The Reilwvey Administration Hospital School (possibly this ahould be com-
sidered a government ocbool, dut it was operated directly by the bhospital)
was training "doctors” in & four-year course of study. Thers were about

20 students enrolled| | 50X1-HUM
The Red Crose vas omutiu_b‘oth & dental and a nurses training school 50X1 -HU|\!
Two private kindergartens maintained by and for White Russiens were still _

v primt 50X1 HUI\A
D. o IN THR UBR OF EMRVI 50X1-HUM

10. White Russisns in Nardbin were popular neither with the Soviets nor the

Chimese ts specitic discrimivation| |
blanket exclusion from &ll the activities of the Railway

Adainistration Club. This was e dfscrimination of scme consequence in view
of the Beilwey Adgiuistration Club's importence in the culiursl affairs of
the city, [ | there was o specific discrimimation 50X1-HUM
agaiast the Mhite Russians in the medical end hospital services provided

by the Railway Adninistration after those services were made available to

porocas other than Ralilway Adniaistration employees. The mercheats in

Barbin were the tarset of & memeral liquidation program cerried om in
accordance vith Commmist econsmic policy and exscuted by the weapon of

taxation end the competition of sa imcressing mwmber of Chimese cooperss

tives. This sttack on merchant eaterprise struck at members of all

natiomal groups and was aot discrimimatory in the social semse of the

word
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PRICES AFD AVATIABILITY OF CONBUMER GOODS

1l. Prices were fairly steady in Dec 0 and had been for some monthe.

ater}l prices shot up following the
unification of Northeast curremcy vith that of the rest of China. There
W5 no shortage of commodities and consumer goods in mrbinI:L|
Food - (except canned), clothes, smell Soviet automobiles, gasoline, oil,
houses - everything, in fact - could be purchased by anyone who had ‘the
money. It was, hovever, only the military and civilian officials.of ‘the
Chinese Communist ‘regime, plus a few favored private persons, vho were
in a position to buy such things &s houses, sutomobiles, and expengive
meals at restaurants. Folloving are some typical consumer goods prices
at privete shops and at cooperatives:

One metre of cheap quality blue cotton cloth - US$.35 at both private
shops and cooperatives.

Good wool cloth sufficient for a man's suit - w‘as to US$50 at & private
shop. Such cloth was -‘unkvaileble in the cooperatives.

One ton of mediocre quality coal - UB$S at a semi-official coal distri-

bution shop, There was ouly one private coal dealer in Harbin in December

1950 and he vas receiving a slightly higher price for a better grade of
coal, .

A vool sveater - US$S at a cooperative and slightly higher for slightly
better quality at a private shop. It vas common practice to furnish the
yarn t0 & private shop and have the sweater knit to order at an average
cost of Se

A §ood quality pair of men's shoes - UBHT.50 at & private shop with inferior

shoes only, at lower prices, available from the cooperatives.

A man's wool overcoat - US$50 at a private shop. Cheaper coats c:mmJT

purchased from cooperatives|

Soviet tea - UBSL & half pound at both cooperatives and private stores.

In general, prices were the same for similar articles at both the private

shops and the cooperatives. The difference was that superior quality goods

of all kinds wers not stocked by the cooperatives and were available only
from the private dealers who were still ip business in Decenber 1950.

MAGH AJD SAlARY STRUGTIRS

12. JFolloving are some indices of the wage and salary structure in Harbin in
Decemder 1950:

Clerk in the Polytechnical Institute of the Railwy Administration -
UB$15 & month,

Saler clerk in the Tschurin Department 3tore - US$15 a month.

Engiveer employed by the Chinese Communist mnninnt - UB$M0 a month.

Professor in the Polytechnical Institute - salury varied with degree and
was from UB$20 to UBGLO & moath with only =iz or sevaz of & facully

of & receiving the higher figure.

Physicien - UB§20 to UBG25 & wosth from private practice fees, probably

supplemsated in most cases by imcome from part-time hospital staff service.

COEFIDENTIAL/SRCURTTY THRORNNR YL N
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 Seillea worker, og, carpewter - UBHLS to W20 a month,
Nures - UBT.50 to UB$10 & mouth, olus food but mot lodging.

 50X1-HUM

\ \m-ou Communist officials were ;.n ' - 50X1-HUM
v‘%mlblo for most of the demend in Earbin .
or lumury goods. = : B
13. L. |1 comnection vith health services, the 10-12 - 50X1-HUM
m:nlilbm- -‘19% 2 r:;. 5o Russien dentists who were practiciag in’ |
Earbia in Neceaber . lowing are  |utimetes of the nmaber of -
?uuu.n perscas engaged &t that time in rghte& oecup:‘hionn: il 50X1-HUM
Nerses - w0 | o

Veterinariams - 5
f'“nnum.m-as‘ .
Laboratory techaicisas - 20

50X1-HUM
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